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Thou knowest well his inner and outer life.
Provide intercessors for us. Forgive him, for Thou
art the Forgiver, the most Merciful."
Instead of saying Amen the congregation cries
"God is great!" after these prayers. Then
follows a longer profession of faith made by the
mourners altogether on behalf of the deceased,
ending in a prayer for God's mercy and forgiveness
for the dead man.
The chief mourner then dismisses the assembly
of friends with the words, "All have permission to
depart." Some avail themselves of it. Others
follow to the cemetery and remain to assist in the
actual interment.
When the grave is dug a cavity is left to enable
the dead to sit up and answer the' examining
angels. The dead man is placed in the grave with
the face turned towards Mecca, and the mourners
arrange clods of earth round the head. Then
follows the interesting ceremony of throwing earth
into the grave by all the company. It is done
three separate times. With the first handful the
mourner, quoting from the Quran, says: " From
it (the earth) We created you."
With  the   second   he  quotes   again,  saying:
" And into it will We return you."